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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Pennsylvania Avenue A.M.E. Zion Churcn 

LOCATION 
1124 Pennsylvania Avenue 

STREET* NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN Baltimore CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

VICINITY OF 

Maryland C0UNTY 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

—DISTRICT i_PUBLIC JfOCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

V B U I L D I N G I S ; ^/PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL _PA3K 

—STRUCTURE _BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISIT ION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT ^RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT _ I N PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—NO —MILITARY —OTHER 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Te lephone # ; 
STREETS. NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE , Z i p C O d e 

VICINITY OF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION L i b e r #. 
COURTHOUSE. F o l l O # " 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Records Office Room 601 

STREET & NUMBER 

Baltimore City Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Baltimore Maryland 21202 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey 
DATE 

1 9 7 8 —FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY *-LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Commission for Historic and Architectural Preservation 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Baltimore Maryland 21202 



DESCRIPTION B-2988 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

^EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED ^.UNALTERED JiORIGINAL SITE 

_GOOD _RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

_FAIf l —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building is representative of Brutalist architecture, a post-1945 style. 
Its massiveness, rough surfaces and windows treated like holes or voids in 
solid walls are elements of this style. The building is constructed of 
pre-fabricated concrete slabs with a coarse finish. The front facade is 
divided into four sections, each defined by a stsggering of building heights. 
The entranceway of glass doors encased in metal, a cantilevered metalic 
roof and set back second floor has a feeling of lightness surrounded by 
heavy solid planes. It also has a horizontal orientation contrasting with 
the walls sloped perpendicular to the street. The walls project outwards 
along the sides providing an upwards thrust and top-heavy appearance. To 
the left of the entranceway is a tower facade about three stories in height. 
It is devoid of decorative treatment on the front except for the identifi­
cation lettering of the building. Two vertical windows are positioned along 
the top of the side tower facade with a large metal geometrical cross rising 
above the roof lines. The end front facades are similar. Both are solid 
planes with jagged sides and little decoration. Three vertical stained glass 
windows recessed into a smooth concrete surround punctuates the left end 
facade. A corner stone is positioned on the right end facade. 

The Dolphin Street facade is not as heavily weighted as the front facade on 
Pennsylvania Avenue. It has large window openings, toothing along the roof 
and four slightly projecting piers, relieving the solidness of the facade. 
The roof lines are not sloping. 

The building is set back from the street. It has no landscaping and a paved 
asphalt surface. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE B-2988 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE JLRELIGION 

—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

—1500 1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1SOO-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—1700 1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

—1800 1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

j / l 9 0 0 - —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c.1975 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This building is one of the modern new buildings along Pennsylvania Avenue. 
While it makes little attempt to fit in with older architecture in the 
community, the building is surrounded by newer structures and has become 
part of the "new Pennsylvania Avenue", however, the fifteen foot wide 
sidewalk of paved surface and trees proposed by planners has not yet been 
implemented. The street has a barren appearance. 
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